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MEMORANDUM 

 
TO:  University Facilities Planning Board: Susan Agre-Kippenhan - Chair, Walt Banziger - Vice Chair, Jim Becker, Kurt 

Blunck, Allyson Bristor, Jeff Butler, ASMSU President, Michael Everts, Joseph Fedock, Mandy Hansen, Jeff 
Jacobsen, Patricia Lane, Tom McCoy, Ed Mooney, Jim Rimpau, Craig Roloff, Tom Stump, Jim Thull, Kasey 
Welles – ASMSU, Allen Yarnell, Brenda York 

 
FROM:  Victoria Drummond, Associate Planner, Planning, Design & Construction 
 
RE:  November 9, 2010, meeting of the University Facilities Planning Board to be held in the Facilities Meeting 

Quonset at 3:30 pm 
 
 
 

Approval of the draft notes from the October 12, 2010.  
ITEM No. 1 – APPROVAL OF NOTES 

 

Report on any current Executive Committee actions.   
ITEM No. 2 – EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REPORT 

 
ITEM No. 3 – CONSENT AGENDA
 

 -  None 

ITEM No. 4 – RECOMMENDATION
     Presenter – Dennis Raffensperger, Don McLaughlin 

 –  Malone Gate 

 
ITEM No. 5 – RECOMMENDATION
     Presenter – Bill Mackin, Matt Faure                  

 –  AJM Generator and Screen 

 
 
 
 
 

• External Building Signage Policy 
HORIZON ITEMS 

• Staging Discussion 
• Seminar Materials 
• Master Planning Issues 
• Revisit and Update Policies 
• HBO5 Amendment for lab Facility 
• Smoking Problems 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VCD/da 
PC: 
President Cruzado   Diane Heck, Provost Office  Lisa Duffey, College of Agriculture 
ASMSU President   Jennifer Joyce, Planning & CIO Office Robert Putzke, MSU Police 
Jody Barney, College of Agriculture Linda LaCrone, VP Research Office Charles Nelson, Registrar 
Pat Chansley, Provost Office  Shari McCoy, Presidents Office  Ashley Steen, Coll of Arts & Arch 
Victoria Drummond, Facilities PDC Becky McMillan, Auxiliary Services 
Cathy Conover, VP Communications Heidi Gagnon, VP Admin & Finance  
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UNIVERSITY FACILITIES PLANNING BOARD 
November 9, 2010 

 
  

 
 

 
ITEM  #  4 

 
Malone Memorial Plaza 

PRESENTERS:    

 
Introduction:  Dennis Raffensperger, MSU University Architect 
Project presentation:  Don McLaughlin, Place Architecture 
 

PROJECT 
PHASE:   

PLANNING   SCHEMATIC  DESIGN 
DOCUMENTS 

X CONSTRUCTION 
DOCUMENTS 

 

VICINITY MAP: 
  

 

 
 
 
 

STAFF COMMENTS:    
 
In September of 2010 a project to create a new public space, possibly an entry to the Centennial Mall 
precinct, in honor of Michael Malone, president of MSU from 1990-1999, was created.  Place 
Architecture, the design architects for Centennial Mall, was appointed as designer for the project and 
presented several design alternatives to the review committee.  The schematic design submittals are 
included as attachments, with the design being presented for approval being the scheme at the top of the 
page of three designs. 
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The Malone Memorial site is located to the north and primarily to the east of the Wind Arc sculpture by 
Gary Bates.  Providing pathways and sitting areas gently carved into the east berm, a memorial area has 
been created that provides quotations in the stone descriptors, contemplative areas, and good views of 
other campus icons including the Heating Plant by Fred Willson, the Romney Gym, and the Cupola on 
Montana Hall. 
 
The carved spaces are defined with flowing metal retaining walls matching the materials used in the Wind 
Arc – Cor-Ten rusting steel and stainless steel.  Some definition is provided by stone walls matching the 
wall in front of the EPS building – this wall is incorporated into the overall entry system to better define 
the Malone Memorial area.  Paving is unique to smaller areas within the design to define smaller more 
intimate spaces.  Existing plant material has been carefully integrated into the design with special details 
to prevent damage to the root systems.  Additional landscaping will be included to delineate the project. 
 
Free standing stones are grouped into the center of the Memorial area to provide quotations and 
inspiration from Mike Malone to future generations of students.  These will be developed with the 
academic community which is part of the committee working on this project for Montana State 
University. 
 
Construction is slated for March of 2011 ending in August 2011. 
 
 
 
 
COMPLIANCE: YES NO 
MSU POLICIES  X  
COMMITTEE OR APPROPRIATE  REVIEW X  
MASTER PLAN X  
BOARD ACTION REQUIRED:   

The board is requested to consider and approve the location and design of the Malone Memorial 
Plaza as presented.  FPDC will return to UFPB at a future point with an informational 
presentation on final design, details and materials. 
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UNIVERSITY FACILITIES PLANNING BOARD 
November 9, 2011 

 
  

 
 

 
ITEM  #  5 

 
AJM Johnson Generator and Screen 

PRESENTERS:    
 
Bill Mackin, MSU Project Manager  
Matt Faure, Architectural Consultant to Access Consulting 
 

PROJECT 
PHASE:   

PLANNING  X SCHEMATIC X DESIGN 
DOCUMENTS 

 CONSTRUCTION 
DOCUMENTS 

 

VICINITY MAP: 
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STAFF COMMENTS:    
 
The Information Technology Center at Montana State University is placing a Data Center with state of the 
art racking for computer server equipment in Room 22 AJM Johnson Hall. This server equipment serves 
as essential backup for the IT Center in Renne.  In the event of a power failure to the building data could 
be damaged in as little as 11 minutes. Therefore an emergency generator is an essential part of this 
project. The preferred location of the generator and the associated screen enclosure is at the northeast 
corner of the building. On the north end of the building the generator and screen will be hidden to a great 
extent from the courtyard area behind the planters and trees that already exist and which could be 
enhanced. The generator will be adjacent to the brick portion of the building only, and will not block any 
windows. 
 
EXISTING CONDITIONS  The generator goes behind the planter and trees in this photo: 

 
 
 
The generator goes at the far end of this raised deck. 
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PROPOSED SCREEN ENCLOSURE 
At the northeast corner of AJMJ 

 
 
SIMILAR SCREENED GENERATOR AT VISCOM 
A similar generator screen is located at the north end of the visual communications building. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OTHER LOCATIONS CONSIDERED 



4 
P:\UFPB\AGENDA & MEMOS\2010 Agenda\Meeting 11 09 2010\Item 5 AJM Generator.doc 

 
Other locations were considered for the generator and rejected.  
 

1. Placing the generator on the roof posed numerous problems including lack of space, refueling and 
maintenance issues, vibration and other structural concerns.  

2. The south end of the building was considered, but it is a much more public area, subject to view 
from both Grant Street and the Romney oval. It was felt that a sizable enclosure at the south end 
would be more obtrusive for the building and campus than at either the east side or north end.  

3. The east side of the building presented concerns for screening in such a public space; sound 
reduction in the corridor tunnel created by AJMJ and the Strand Union; and finally exhaust 
venting due to the presence of operable windows. The only generator size that fit on the east side, 
in the limited space available, was nearly ten feet tall and encroached on windows. 

 
ALTERNATIVE SOLUTION CONSIDERED 
One alternative to the fixed generator would be to store a temporary trailer generator at an off -site 
location which could then be transported to AJMJ and connected to the building power system in an 
emergency. The requirement to have the data system powered up in 10 to 30 minutes makes this 
alternative impractical. 
 
 
LONG TERM SOLUTION 
The long term utility plan for the university is to have a central generator and/or satellite generators to 
feed emergency power to buildings like AJM Johnson. The implementation of that plan may be up to ten 
years in the future. At that time the emergency generator could be removed.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COMPLIANCE: YES NO 
MSU POLICIES  X  
COMMITTEE OR APPROPRIATE  REVIEW UNKNOWN  
MASTER PLAN  X 
BOARD ACTION REQUIRED:   

Recommend preferred site location for the placement of an emergency generator and associated 
screening  
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